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E. Tokugawa Ieyasu and the Edo Period  

Ieyasu (1542–1616) was one of the greatest leaders of Japan. He 

was born in the middle of the 16th century as the first son of a local 

feudal lord of Okazaki.  

He was a confederate with Nobunaga and later became a subject of 

Hideyoshi. Ieyasu, very cleverly playing his part, finally ruined the 

Toyotomi family and unified the country.  

A well-known caricature represents Nobunaga as pounding steamed 

rice for making a rice cake, Hideyoshi as cooking it, and Ieyasu as 

eating it.  

Ieyasu was given the title of shogun in 1603 and became the first 

shogun of the Tokugawa Shogunate. He established the Bakufu in Edo. 

Because the Bakufu was established in Edo by the Tokugawa 

Shogunate, the era is also called the Edo period.  

The Bakufu exercised many types of control over the domains of 

daimyos. In 1615 a code named Law for the Military House was 

enacted; it laid down the general principles of the government aimed 

at controlling the domains of daimyos all over the country.  

Another effective system to control daimyos was the Sankinkotai 

System (system of alternate attendance). This was mainly aimed at 

depriving daimyos of their financial resources. According to this 

system, a daimyo was obliged to spend one year in his Edo residence 

and one in his own domain, while his wife and children had to remain 

in Edo as permanent hostages. This made each daimyo spend an 

enormous sum of money maintaining quite an expensive residence in 

Edo and making trips there and back.  

Theoretically each daimyo was autonomous in running his internal 

affairs, but in reality he was kept under the surveillance and 

supervision of the Edo government and from time to time he was 

forced to contribute heavily for the construction or repair of buildings 
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There are a few modern Noh plays as well. Noh plays —the stories, 

the performing style, the music, and even the items used, such as 

costumes with their textiles and designs—have heavily influenced 

different fields of Japanese culture down through the centuries.  

Actors   Noh plays mainly fall into two types: mugen Noh (fantasy 

or dream Noh), in which apparitions or supernatural entities appear, 

and genzai Noh (realistic Noh), dramas about living human beings.  

There are various types of actors appearing in one Noh drama. The 

main character is called the shite, who often wears a mask according 

to the role. The shite also serves as the director of the stage. The 

secondary character, who often sets the scene, is called the waki. The 

shite and waki sometimes appear with characters who assist them. 

They are called the tsure. In some Noh stories there is a kind of 

intermission, called the  ai kyogen. The characters that appear in the ai 

kyogen are called ai and are played by kyogenkata.  

Besides the shite, waki and ai, there are hayashikata (musicians), 

koken (stage assistants), and a chorus (the jiutai).  

The shite often wears a mask, called Noh-men or omote, with an 

ambiguous expression. When it is put on, however, the mask 

eloquently expresses the feeling of the character as the actor slightly 

looks up or down. These distinctive masks, as well as the magnificent 

costumes, are another attraction of Noh. 

On the stage, Noh actors perform in a stately and formal manner.  

With its highly stylized expression and narrative singing, and its 

elegant dancing, Noh is praised as the most sophisticated stage art in 

Japan, while being abstruse as well.  

Kyogen, on the other hand, a theatrical art with a strongly comical 

tone performed by kyogenkata, is easier to understand. Kyogen 

dialogue is mostly in colloquial language, and the story and 

performance are more realistic. The main character is called the  shite, 
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 Shaka Nyorai/Shakyamuni Gautama    He is the founder of 

Buddhism. According to tradition, he was born in a grove called Lum-

bini near the city of Kapilavatthu in 466? B.C. His personal name was 

Siddhartha, his family name was Gautama, and he belonged to the clan 

of the Shakyas. His contemporaries called him Gautama; his followers, 

the Buddha, or “Enlightened One.” According to later doctrines, he 

was a manifestation of Eternal Truth on Earth. He is represented as a 

typical Buddha image, usually holding one hand up to symbolize 

semui (Fear not). In Japanese Buddhist art, strange to say, we do not 

come across his image as frequently as we do in the Buddhist art of 

South Asia, where Shakyamuni is the main object of worship.  

There are many illustrations of episodes of his life on Earth, 

including many stories of his previous existence. According to 

tradition, right after his birth he walked three steps and said, “I am the 

only holy one in and under Heaven.” Saying this, tradition says, he 

pointed at the sky with his right hand and at the ground with his left 

hand. A small statue portraying him in this pose is often found at a 

Buddhist temple. The statue is especially honored during the festival 

of Buddha’s birth, the 8th of April. Shakyamuni on his deathbed has 

also been a favorite motif for Japanese Buddhist artists.  

Amida Nyorai/Amitabha  Amitabha, which literally means 

“Boundless Light,” is the main object of worship in Amida Buddhism. 

He is the supreme Buddha of the Pure Land of the West. According to 

tradition, Amitabha was once a bodhisattva named Dharmakara who 

made 48 vows, in one of which he decided that he would not accept 

Buddhahood unless he could share his merits with all people asking 

for his help for salvation. After countless ages, he accumulated a great 

many merits and attained Buddhahood. Then he established the 

western paradise known as the “Pure Land.”  

The Priest Shinran, the founder of the Jodo-Shin Sect, insisted that 
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10. THE ECONOMY AND INDUSTRY  

Gross Domestic Product and National Income per Capita  
 

Source（UN）Department of Economic and Social Affairs Statistics 
Basic Data Selection, January 2025 

GDP, nominal                   (1,000,000 US$)  

Year Japan U.S.A. China Germany France 

1990 

2000 

2010 

      2023 

3,185,904 
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4,204,494 
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National Income per Capita   
Source（UN）Department of Economic and Social Affairs Statistics 

Basic Data Selection, January 2025 
                                                                       (US$)  

Year Japan U.S.A. China Germany France 

1990 

2000 

2010 

2023 
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46,124 
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Annual Growth Rate, Real GDP                 
Source（UN）Department of Economic and Social Affairs Statistics 

Basic Data Selection, January 2025 
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A. Overview  

Business Trends  Japan’s rapid economic growth after World War 

II surprised the Japanese themselves, as well as the rest of the world. 

Within 25 years Japan rose from the devastation of war to become the 
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steam with conducted water has been used to produce zosei-onsen (a 

man-made hot spring) to provide hot spring water to those areas that 

do not have their own hot spring wells.  

 

3. LAKE ASHI (ASHINOKO) AND VICINITY  

Altitude:  724 m (2,375ft)  

Circumference: 19 km (12 mi)  

Area:  6.9 km2 (2.7 mi2)  

Depth:  43.5 m (143 ft) at the deepest point  

 

Although the lake is known to foreigners as Lake Hakone, its 

Japanese name is Ashinoko (Lake Ashi). When Mt. Kamiyama 

erupted about 3,000 years ago, a debris avalanche dammed up the 

Hayakawa River and formed today’s Ashinoko. From the northern end 

of the lake the Hayakawa River flows out and runs through 

Miyanoshita. In the western hill there is a tunnel, 1,280  m (4,200 ft) 

long with an elevation difference of 10  m (3 ft); it was completed in 

the 1670s. Through this tunnel the water of the lake is diverted to the 

west side of the outer rim in order to irrigate paddy fields.  

The lake abounds in fish such as black bass, rainbow trout, ugui (a 

species of dace), and funa (crucian carp). It is an ideal place for 

angling and boating. It is noted also for the reflection of Mt. Fuji on 

the water that can be seen on clear and calm days, often at daybreak.  

On the lakeshore is a Shinto shrine called Hakone Shrine. One of 

the legends associated with the shrine says that in the lake there once 

lived a nine-headed dragon that devoured many children of the village. 

But when Priest Mangan came to Hakone Shrine, he subdued the 

dragon with his supernatural powers and transformed it into a 
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TAKAYAMA  

Takayama City:  

Population (as of Jan. 1, 2025) ···························· 82,476  

Area ··········································· 2,177 km2 (841 mi2)  

History:  

 701 Taiho ritsuryo  (a civil and penal code) obliges yearly 8 

carpenters out of every 50 households to do civil 

service at the capital (Fujiwara). 

 747 Provincial Buddhist Temple of Hida, from which the 

province got its name, completed. 

 1519 Lord Takayama, after whom the town was named, 

builds Tenjinyama Castle. 

 1586 Lord Kanamori conquers Takayama and designs the 

town on the model of Kyoto. 

 1692 Tokugawa Shogunate rules directly until 1867.  

 1997 Abo Tunnel opened.  

 

OVERVIEW OF TAKAYAMA 

Introduction  Takayama is situated in a narrow and flat land 

surrounded by high mountain ranges, with the Miyagawa River 

running through its center. The area was isolated much of the year by 

heavy snowfalls. Yet, because this mountainous area had a rich supply 

of a wide variety of high-quality timber, carpentry skills were 

acquired from ancient times. The region is known as the birthplace of 

“Hida-no-takumi,” meaning the master carpenters of Hida.  

Later, the area’s abundant forests and numerous mineral mines 

(especially lead mines) prompted the Tokugawa Shogunate 

government to rule this area directly. Gradually local merchants and 



310 

 

1. THE ATOMIC BOMB  

STATISTICS OF DAMAGE DUE TO THE ATOMIC BOMB  

I. Human Damage  

The moment the atomic bomb exploded, a fireball was generated 

that emitted fierce heat rays and radiation in every direction, 

expanding the air around the fireball and creating a 

super-high-pressure blast. These three factors interacted in  such a way 

as to inflict tremendous damage on the human body. It is estimated 

that approx. 50% of those exposed at 1.2  km away from the 

hypocenter were killed on the 6th, and on the same day, 80% to 100% 

of those who were much closer to the hypocenter perished. The 

likelihood of death for those who escaped initially varied according to 

their proximity to the hypocenter and the severity of their injuries.  

The precise number of people that perished in the bombing is 

unknown. Several estimates have been made public. Hiroshima City 

estimates that by the end of December 1945, when the acute symptoms 

had subsided, some 140,000 (±10,000) had died.  

 

II. Damage to Buildings  

Total number of buildings   76,327  (100%)  

Totally demolished and burned  

Totally demolished 

 47,969  (62.9%)  

 3,818  (5.0%)  

Half burned  

Half demolished 

 253  (0.3%)  

 18,107  (23.7%)  

Partially demolished  6,180  (8.1%)  

 

The atomic bomb exploded over the city center, and 85% of the 

buildings in the city stood within 3 kilometers of the hypocenter . 
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